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Paraguayan President Juan Carlos Wasmosy has won another round in his ongoing battle against
political rival retired Gen. Lino Oviedo. On Jan. 23, judge Hugo Becker upheld Wasmosy's decision
to retire 207 officers and noncommissioned officers who publicly supported Oviedo after Wasmosy
charged him with rebellion and insubordination. Wasmosy's confrontations with Oviedo and sectors
of the military have continued almost unabated since the president took office in 1994.
Wasmosy says he is trying to institutionalize the supremacy of civilian authority in Paraguay's
struggling democracy. Critics of the president, however, say his actions have much more to do with
power struggles within the governing Asociacion Nacional Republicana (ANR, Partido Colorado).
Oviedo, a flamboyant officer with clear presidential ambitions, touched off an international crisis
and caused a serious threat to Paraguayan democracy in April 1996 when he refused to obey
Wasmosy's order to step down as army chief of staff (see NotiSur, 05/03/96).
Following the two-day standoff, Oviedo was forced to concede, retiring on April 25. He was
later arrested on charges of insubordination and sedition and served 55 days in prison. After the
Asuncion Appellate Court ordered Oviedo released on Aug. 8, he announced that he was forming a
new faction within the ANR, the Union Nacional de Colorados Eticos (UNACE), and that he would
run for the presidency in 1998 (see NotiSur, 08/09/96).
Notwithstanding Oviedo's release, Wasmosy continued to seek legal retribution, resubmitting the
charges against the general to the courts. However, on Dec. 31, an Appellate Court dismissed the
charges against the general, finding that Oviedo's eventual decision to surrender command was
proof he did not rebel against Wasmosy's authority. The decision was greeted with indignation by
government officials and members of the opposition. "With decisions like this, it is hard to believe
that a new justice system exists in Paraguay," said Defense Minister Hugo Estigarribia, who called
the decision "a judicial aberration."
Opposition Deputy Luis Alberto Mauro of the Partido Encuentro Nacional (PEN) said the decision
diminishes the credibility of the justice system and increases the possibility of future coup attempts,
since those who threaten the Constitution are not punished. Francisco Jose de Vargas of the Partido
Liberal Radical Autentico (PLRA) said the court's action would have the public believe that what
happened last April "was a collective hallucination."

Wasmosy carries out military purge
The same day the court handed down its ruling, Wasmosy ordered the retirement of 207 military
officers and noncommissioned officers who had signed a statement supporting Oviedo's claim
that he had not staged a rebellion. On Jan. 20, judge Becker ordered the provisional reinstatement
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of the military personnel, saying there was insufficient proof that the officers had supported
Oviedo. Although Wasmosy obeyed the decision and ordered the reinstatement, the government
immediately appealed the ruling. Three days later, in a dramatic turnaround, Becker reversed
his earlier decision, allowing Wasmosy to once again retire the military. However, lawyers
for the dismissed military say they will file a motion to have the presidential order declared
unconstitutional. In another display of force, on Jan. 19 Wasmosy ordered tanks and armored
vehicles that are normally maintained in the army's Cavalry Division moved to the headquarters of
the presidential guard.
During the dictatorship of Gen. Alfredo Stroessner (1954-1989), the Cavalry Division staunchly
backed Stroessner's hold on power. "Wasmosy began a series of changes to bring greater civic and
military stability to the country," said political analyst Carlos Martini. "The retirement of the proOviedo military and Wasmosy's order to transfer the tanks to the presidential guard is part of the
same package to move away from a democracy protected by the armed forces."
While Wasmosy says Becker's latest decision is a victory in his struggle to restructure the military
and move Paraguay away from being a protected democracy, other analysts say Wasmosy's actions
have much more to do with internal politics in the ANC than with balancing civilian and military
power. Already, presidential hopefuls are maneuvering within the party for the nomination for
the 1998 elections. Wasmosy's faction is not only opposed by Oviedo, but by party president Luis
Maria Argana (see NotiSur, 09/27/96 and 12/06/96). Critics see the president's actions against
Oviedo and the military as an attempt to reduce the opposition and promote a candidate of his
choice. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 01/15/97; Associated Press, 01/21/97; Spanish news service
EFE, 01/02/97, 01/20/97, 01/21/97, 01/23/97; Ultima Hora (Paraguay), 01/24/97; Noticias On-Line
(Paraguay), 01/27/97; Reuter, 01/21/97, 01/22-24/97, 01/31/97]
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